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A CASE STUDY

Crop diversification to enhance nutrient use efficiency in
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Abstract : Indian agricultureisnow facing second generation problemslikeraising or lowering of water table, nutrient imbal ance,
soil degradation, salinity, resurgence of pests and diseases, environmental pollution and declinein farm profit. About 2.5 million
tone of additional food grains are required annually in the next 10 years to meet the demand of the growing population. Thisisa
huge challenge as it has to come from shrinking both in quality and quantity. Crop diversification shows lot of promise in
aleviating these problems through fulfilling the basic needs and regulating farm income, withstanding weather aberrations,
controlling price fluctuation, ensuring balanced food supply, conserving natural resources, reducing the chemical fertilizer and
pesticide loads, environmental safety and creating employment opportunity.
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